The effectiveness of current law and its application in protecting the wildlife of west Malaysia / Catherine Nicholas … [et al.] by Nicholas, Catherine et al.
THE EFFECTIVENESS OF CURRENT LAW AND ITS APPLICATION IN 
PROTECTING THE WILDLIFE OF WEST MALAYSIA 
By 
Catherine Nicholas (2003345212) 
Christie Bulan Samuel (200345237) 
Faisal Nazrin bin Zainuddin (2003344918) 
Jasmine Halili (2003345370) 
Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirement 
for the Bachelor of Legal Studies (Hons) 
Universiti Teknologi MARA 
Faculty of Law 
April 2006 
The students/authors confirm that the work submitted is their own and that appropriate credit 
has been given where reference has been made to the work of others. 
ii 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
This research project has been carried out by a team which has included Catherine 
Nicholas, Christie Bulan Samuel, Faisal Nazrin bin Zainuddin and Jasmine Halili. All four 
writers have equally contributed to the effort of completing this project. No specific task or 
chapter has been conducted by a single person whereby every member of the team has helped 
the other in various aspects and parts of the paper. In pursuance of a conclusion to the 
research, many persons and organizations/bodies have guided us along the way. 
First and foremost, we would like to thank Pn Noraziah Abu Bakar-supervisor of our 
"Wildlife Team" for her continuous guidance and assistance from the very foundation of this 
project paper to its completion over the last several months. For the earlier part of the legal 
research stage, we would also like to thank Pn Norha Abu Hanifah and Pn Nuraisyah Chua 
Abdullah for sending us off in the right direction in planning this project. 
This team of writers are also deeply humbled by the remarkable help and hospitality 
of the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) staff and team leader of the Tiger Conservation 
Programme, Brian Lee, and even more so with our brightest beacons of aid, the staff of 
TRAFFIC South-East Asia based in Seapark, Petaling Jaya. Our utmost gratitude goes out to 
Pn Noorainie Awang Anak and Eugene Lee for their invaluable guidance that is unparalleled 
by any other in the entire course of research. For your time and efforts we are truly indebted. 
In line with that, we would also wish to extend our appreciation to the division of 
Law and Enforcement of Jabatan Perhilitan/ the Department of Wildlife and National Parks 
(DWNP), specifically its Director, Pn Misliah Mohamed Basir and the officers in charge of 
prosecution, Ismail Mahmood and Samsuddin Osman for their input, opinions and 
informative responses to the writers' queries. A heartfelt thank you is also due to retired 
iv 
ABSTRACT 
In recent times, there have been many reported cases of such barbaric killings of 
wildlife and inadequate punishment sanctioned upon the offenders. This forms the basis of 
the research in the light of illegal animal trade, protection of wildlife and the adequacies of 
the legislation and execution of laws. This paper sets out to examine the sufficiency of 
current local laws and its enforcement in protecting Malaysian wildlife. 
The primary legislation that provides for wildlife in Malaysia is the Protection of 
Wildlife Act 1972 which is only applicable in West Malaysia, the targeted area of research. 
Loopholes or shortcomings of the said Act are found throughout the research and has been 
affirmed by most of the persons interviewed for the purpose of this paper. 
Furthermore, there are such non-governmental organizations (NGOs) as the World 
Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) that have a say in the matter. However, problems may surface 
as to the matter of non-jurisdiction or limitations of power to compel or take legal action on 
the part of NGOs and thus, the power is in the state's hands, where ruling is based on the old 
legislation which may have been efficient in earlier days, but it would be absurd to say the 
same for its implications 30 years down the road. 
At the time of research however, the writers were pleased to hear that the Act is soon 
to be renewed. It has been said that the title in itself could be altered, with what is believed to 
be additional provisions and amendments supplying to a wider scope of laws. Therefore, it 
may be rightfully presumed that the current Protection of Wildlife Act is questionable and 
rather not effective in its content and enforcement in providing protection and curbing such 
crimes against the wildlife of West Malaysia. 
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